
   
      
      
   

3.2.3. slapt-src

[bookmark: slapt-src]


slapt-src is a command line tool that makes the process of downloading
and building software packages from SBo simple and easy.
SBo keeps a large collection of build scripts for extra
packages that are still not available from the official Salix /
Slackware repositories. Thousands of extra packages are now available to
users through this tool.



To use the application, type in



  sudo slapt-src -u




first to update on
your computer the list of build scripts available from Slackbuild.org.



  slapt-src -l




shows you a list of available packages, and as in
slapt-get,



  sudo slapt-src -i [package name]




will build and install a package. For
more command line instructions, please refer to



  slapt-src --help




Another small exercise for you! Skype is a commonly used application to
make voice calls over the Internet. It is not available from the common
Salix/Slackware repository, but its build script is available from
Slackbuilds.org. Try installing "skype" by using slapt-src. (If you do
not wish to install it, you may just want to build the package.
Note that the skype is 32-bit only, so if you are running a
64-bit system, please try out some other application).






4.2.8. Adding an item to the menu



The directory ~/.ratmenu contains the main menu file menu.sh, and
the submenus it calls; all these are editable scripts. We will now edit
the Network menu using GVim. GVim is in the menu, but try calling
it using the colon



  C-t :exec gvim ~/.ratmenu/multimedia.sh




or simply



  C-t ! gvim ~/.ratmenu/multimedia.sh
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Note that graphical applications are called directly, but command line
programs need to be opened inside a terminal.



Use j and k to navigate to where you want to add the entry for
Mplayer2, type i to insert, ESC to return to command mode, and
:wq to write and save. Test the change by typing



  C-t r




The new
item should already appear. If all is well, you may close the editor.










3.4.10. System Clock



This utility will configure your computer clock.
To execute it in a terminal, simply type



  sudo clocksetup
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2.2.2. Partition Management



Before installing Salix, you need to have the
necessary partition space available on your system, and if the computer
does not have a separate partition for Linux, you must create one before
installing Salix.



If you have an unformatted partition, unallocated disk
space, an existing partition you do not use, or you are happy to
completely erase and reformat your hard drive, you can create or
rewrite a new partition table using cfdisk (or cgdisk for EFI
systems), which is available through the Salix installer. A short
tutorial on using cfdisk is available in a later section
in this guide. cfdisk and cgdisk are capable of removing and
creating partitions, but they lack the functionality to resize
partitions. While using cfdisk or cgdisk is easy, less experienced
users may prefer the safeguards and graphical interface of Gparted,
which can also resize and move partitions.
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Live CDs from pretty much any Linux distribution come with
Gparted,
which will enable you to change the partition organisation on a disk
device while preserving the contents of the partitions. You may wish to
use this application to create/re-organise your partition table.



A hard drive space can be divided into no more than four "primary"
partitions, which can be problematic if you are hosting more than one
operating system on the same hard drive. A hard drive can, however, be
divided into three "primary" partitions and one "extended" partition.
The extended partition can then be subdivided into "logical" partitions
and hence overcome the limitation set by the "primary partition" (i.e.
no more than four partitions). In practice, there is no
difference between a logical and a primary partition except that
"Windows" OS cannot be installed on a logical partition.



 Backup your files!
It is advisable to back up any important files before modifying the partition
table.




2.2.2.1. So what kind of partitions do you need?



	Salix needs, at the very minimum, one partition which holds the root
  directory and must be assigned as /.

	It is often recommended to have one swap partition though modern RAM
  sizes now often mean it isn't needed. If you already
  have another Linux OS running on your machine, its swap partition can be
  shared, and you do not need to create another. A swap partition is
  in essence used as extra RAM to improve the performance of your
  machine when, for example, your machine doesn't have a lot of physical
  RAM or you're performing memory-intensive operations (such as video
  editing) that use up most or all of the physical RAM. It is
  normally recommended to have 1.5-2 times the size of your RAM as swap 
  space, but for a modern desktop computer with several GB of RAM, a swap 
  partition may not be strictly necessary.

	Many users like to have a separate partition to hold the /home
  directory, where you can store all your personal data such as documents,
  photos, customised settings for the desktop environment etc; but this is
  by no means necessary.

	Optionally you can create separate partitions to hold different directories
  such as the /var directory, where system log files are stored. But unless 
  you are running a server machine, this is probably unnecessary.
  An advantage of having more than one partition to hold separate
  directories is that you can reformat one partition without affecting
  others. For example, you can re-install Salix on your machine (this
  goes to the partition holding the "/" directory) while leaving
  the partition holding the /home directory intact; however, be aware that /home
  can contain configuration specific to each distribution and release, so sharing it
  between distros or reusing it when installing a new version of Salix is
  liable to lead to problems.





Each partition can be formatted into one of several file systems,
including xfs, ext4, ext3, ext2, btrfs, jfs and reiserfs. The default
is xfs.



 EFI
On (U)EFI systems, it is mandatory to have a separate partition allocated for
/boot. This partition should have a type of ef00, when created in
cgdisk. This partition should be formatted using the FAT32
filesystem.







4.2.4. Window management



Let's now see how Ratpoison deals with several open windows. C-t w
generates a list showing all of them.
Notice that each one is associated with a number: C-t followed by
the number changes to that one.
C-t C-t returns to the previous window.
This is very useful indeed for switching rapidly back and forth between
two apps - for instance, an editor and a browser - and is an example of
how Ratpoison shines ergonomically. C-t k closes the current window,
and C-t shift-k kills the current application. To see a list
of commands, type C-t ? for further detail, see also



  man ratpoison




and the online manual, which we opened above with
Vimprobable2.



To work with two or more windows together, Ratpoison allows the user to
tile windows. C-t s splits the screen with the current window above
whichever window was last open; C-t S splits them horizontally. These
steps can be repeated to split the focused window further. C-t TAB
(or C-t and an arrow key) moves the focus around, and
C-t C-[arrow]
swaps the tiled windows over. C-t Q undoes the splitting
and allows the currently focused window to fill the screen. In practice,
it's rarely useful to have more than one or two windows visible:
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4.2.9. Summary



Here is a short list of key bindings common to many of the Salix
Ratpoison edition's applications.





	Shortcuts
	Description



	gg
	go to the top



	G
	go to the bottom



	h
	left



	j
	down



	k
	up



	l
	right



	TAB
	select form fields, links. C-z to type in some forms



	o
	open



	t
	open in new tab/window



	f
	follow a link



	d
	close/delete



	H
	go back



	/
	search forwards



	?
	search backwards



	ESC
	return to command mode (and clear the buffer of any mistyped keystrokes)



	:
	pass a non-shortcut command to the application






For a summary of Ratpoison's own shortcuts, type C-t ?.



While what is covered here should be enough to get you started, many
more features of the applications and especially Ratpoison itself are
described in online manuals, guides and the manpages. Once you are used
to the core features and have them at your fingertips, it's worth
digging around further, as well as investigating suitable applications
to add to the set. Configuration may be done straightforwardly by
editing the files - suggestions may be found online. One of Ratpoison's
principal charms is how easily it can be tailored to fit each user's
needs and taste.



One miscellaneous item is the mount manager in the System menu, which
may also be called from the command line as gmountman. When needed,
this deals with the mounting of removable devices, including DVDs. Also,
banish may be called at any time by the shortcut C-t b.



Remember to check frequently for package updates using slapt-get or spi.



Finally, to shut down Ratpoison, there is an entry in the Exit submenu,
from where it is also possible to reboot or shut down the computer.




3.4.12. Salix-Update-Notifier



Salix update notifier is a tool that periodically checks for available
package updates and informs the user about them with the display of a
non-intrusive tray icon, which can be used to launch the upgrade process
with Gslapt.
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